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Gospel of John 10:1-2

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that entereth not
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep.”

Late Reverend Richard Wurmbrand with
wife, Sabina

Late Reverend Richard Wurmbrand spent
14 years in Romanian communist prisons.
Mrs. Wurmbrand was imprisoned nearly
three years also for her Christian faith in
same prisons.

From an unpublished Bible meditation by late Reverend Richard Wurmbrand:
What makes a True Minister

Lord Jesus says: ” Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open
the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” (Revelation 3:20)
Being accepted through the soul’s door is a slow, frustrating process. It seems easier to barge
in. Why? It takes a lot of patiently waiting for the gatekeeper to open. A lady travelled a long
way in order to hear for the first time the famous 18th Century Scottish preacher Ebenezer
Erskine. She did confess to him later that when she travelled to hear a second of his sermons
she was no more so deeply impressed . Erskine answered: “The first time you came to listen to
God while the second time you came to hear me.” Why do you enter in a church? Is it because
there is a wedding, a baptism , a confirmation, a funeral or you attend a regular service? Is it
because of a concert? This would be like a sick man entering a hospital for the beauty of a nurse
or for the beautiful view from its top. Do you go because the minister is a gifted speaker?

The only real motive for entering a church is in the hope of meeting God. It does not matter if
you are an atheist. Many atheists arrived later to the conviction that God exists. It makes sense
to risk one dollar at lottery on the remote possibility of getting a million. Why not risk entering
a church for the chance of meeting God? You will like the pastor if you don't come to church
for the pastor but for God. Why are ministers needed? God had said to Moses "I will make you
god for Pharaoh™. This Egyptian king needed one who should interpret to Him the will of God.
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We, too, have hardened hearts and need ministers. The role of getting a commission from God
IS most dangerous. It is not a profession like any other. Like Moses one must be ready to
confront personal danger and be ready to suffer, even die for the imparted teaching. A lady
anxious to get salvation convened with the minister for a meeting. She came soaked having
confronted a heavy rain. The pastor received her with the words "Well, 1 would not have
expected you to come in such a weather." She stood up and left him with the words ; "I believed
what you have to say is worth to give your life for. If it is not worth risking getting wet, | can
renounce our talk."

The pastor's main relationship is with God, not with the congregation and the less so with
bishops, boards of elders, deacons and public relations men. The Book of Job shows that a sure
way to arrive to talk to God is to accept, in faith, passing through a lot of suffering. If the
pastor is seeking a good salary imagine a military officer asking the ultimate sacrifice on the
part of soldiers, they being well aware being paid 20 times less than him. Since the role of a
minister is not an enviable position, many people sent by God refused at first such high calling.
Examples abound in the Bible, like Jonah, the prophet, like Moses and even Apostle Paul who
spent a long time in the Arabian desert before accepting his calling. People having true spiritual
experiences are stunned and marked for life in learning profound worthlessness and humility.
The Gospel of Luke 5:8 shows the first Apostle Peter falling to his knees while exclaiming,
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” A minister who did not have such an
experience would be well advised to patiently wait for one and meantime introduce all the
sermons with the humble confession of preaching from what was gleaned from books or from
other people’s experiences. St. John writes "That which we have seen and heard we declare
unto you." (First Epistle of St. John, 1:3) What sermon could top this? Preachers who transmit
the words of Jesus and not just speak about the words of Jesus are rare. In the beginning of the
19™ Century an aged minister was urged by his board to retire. All he could show for to have
added to the congregation was a youngster who was even misbehaving. But one time when the
offering plate was passed around, this youngster instead of putting in a coin, placed the plate on
the ground, stepped on it exclaiming, “I give myself!” This was dismissed as a prank. The
name of this boy was Robert Moffat, later a renowned missionary in Africa. The famous
missionary to Africa David Livingstone was his son-in-law. He wrote: “I will place no value on
anything | have or may possess except in relation to the kingdom of Christ.” The heart’s door
opens when expecting something of highest value. That’s what true ministers impart: the
Kingdom of Christ.

The Communist Jilava Prison. Prison cell with bunk-beds with no Mug shot of Late Reverend Richard
Entrance to the underground cells. mattress, prisoners were obliged ~ Wurmbrand when held in Jilava.

to sleep on. Stove for show only,
never heated in cold winters.
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Rebecca Acatrine []
an 8" grader of the
Richard Wurmbrand
College in lasi,
shown here with her
mother and brothey
Beni. Due to
prolonged treatment,
being very sick with
her  kidneys, hej
memory has been
affected, so she need
longer time and effort
to acquire knowledge
Her father, Dumitru,
suffered a  work
accident six years
ago and injured his
back severely. He i$
unable to work or
help in the house.

[da)

Diane, the mother is the only breadwinner in thmila She cleans homes and works as a
cleaning lady in the Christian high school. Attemck 480 children, therefore quite a job. Ber
also a 5th grader at the Richard Wurmbrand Collegesnds the church with his family and
loves going to Sunday school where he has learnymerses and Christian songs by heart

Christian workers of the Agape Orphanage, Pas&amania



